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CUISR Mission and Principles 
to facilitate partnerships between the university and larger community in 

order to engage in relevant social research that supports a deeper 
understanding of our communities that reveals opportunities for improving 

our quality of life. 
 

 CUISR is committed to collaborative research and to accurate, objective 
reporting of research results in the public domain, taking into account 
the needs for confidentiality in gathering, disseminating, and storing 
information. 
 

 Research partners are committed to the vision, mandate, goals and 
holistic approaches of the Institute 

 
 Authentic partnership—built upon trust and respect between community 

and university participants—is central and reflected in the composition 
of the board (50% community and 50% faculty representation) and Co-
directors for the Institute. 

 





Message from the Co-Directors 
This year has been a time of celebration, a time for reflection on how far we 
have come, and a time for consolidation of partnerships locally, regionally, 
and nationally.   

 We have welcomed to our Management Board Rachel Loewen 
Walker from OUT Saskatoon and gratefully acknowledge the support and 
contributions of  Joanne Horsley and wish her the best in her new role.  We 
also welcomed research associates Dr. Suresh Kalagnanam from the 
Edwards School of Business and Dr. Ulrich Teucher from the Department 
of Psychology.  

 Building capacity in support of local quality of life and food 
security, we partnered with the Saskatoon Food Council (funded by 
Mosaic) promoting research and partnerships across the food system and 
building links with key players including Food Secure Canada. 

 Consolidating relations with Community Engagement and 
Outreach, we worked on the Engaged Scholar Day Organizing Committee 
and six CUISR researchers presented  a conversation café on Building 
Community through Scholarship. 

Dr. Isobel M. Findlay 
Edwards School  
of Business 

Bill Holden 
City of Saskatoon 

 



Message from the Co-Directors Contd. 
 Our Quality of Life (QoL) conference followed on May 15-16 
showcasing local, regional, national, and international research, 
community, and other initiatives to enhance quality of life and create 
sustainable futures. In addition to launching the fifth iteration of our  QoL 
research study, we launched Journeys in Community-based Research, 
celebrating the first ten years of community-based research at CUISR and 
SPHERU.  

 Partnering on a successful SSHRC application, five CUISR 
researchers participated in a Collaborative Community-Campus Research 
National Summit in November, which led to a further SSHRC application 
Pursuing Excellence in CBR: A National Partnership for Research and 
Action for which we developed a Prairie Hub involving 23 collaborators, 10 
U of S units, MacEwan U and U of Regina, as well as ten community 
partners committing a combined $.75 million. 

 The year also saw the publication of twelve more reports and 
three ongoing research projects (two funded by SSHRC)—none of which we 
could have accomplished without a committed board, researchers, and staff 
and the support of our funders for our strategic research.  

                                                                                 

Dr. Isobel M. Findlay Bill Holden 
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 Research Funding 
 Our research record has resulted in SSHRC 

grants worth $9.10 million, 1999-2015. 

 We gratefully acknowledge our 2014-2015 
funders: 

 Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council  

 Urban Aboriginal Knowledge Network Prairie 
Regional Research Centre 

 University of Saskatchewan  

 Mosaic 

 Affinity Credit Union 

 United Way of Saskatoon & Area 

 Ministry of Education Provincial Library and 
Literacy Office, Government of Saskatchewan 

 Ministry of Social Services Disability Services 
and Operational Policy, Government of 
Saskatchewan 

 

 

 Ministry of Social Services Parent Resources for 
Information, Development, and Education, 
Government of Saskatchewan 

 City of Saskatoon 

 Saskatoon Community Clinic 

 Saskatchewan Prevention Institute 

 Saskatoon Crisis Intervention Service 

 Saskatoon Public Library 

 Parkinson Society Saskatchewan 

 U of S Outreach and Engagement 

 International Student Centre, University of 
Saskatchewan 

 Department of Pediatrics, University of 
Saskatchewan 

 

 



CUISR Management Board 

Dr. Rachel Engler-Stringer 
Community Health &  
Epidemiology  

Dr. Joe Garcea 
Political Studies 

Dr. Marie Lovrod 
English and WGST 

Dr. Elizabeth Quinlan 
Sociology 

Dr. Nazeem Muhajarine 
Community Health &  
Epidemiology  

Dr. Michael Gertler 
Sociology 

Sue Delanoy 
Elizabeth Fry  
Society of SK 

Judy Hannah 
SACL 

Rachel Loewen Walker 
OUT Saskatoon 

Darlene Lanceley Len Usiskin 
Quint Development 
Corporation 



CUISR Staff and Student 
Researchers 

Jethro Cheng, Strategic Research Coordinator 
and Joanne Hritzuk, Administrative Coordinator 

Nicola Chopin James Popham Renata Andres 

Tamara  
Chambers-Richards 

Duvaraga 
Sivajohanathan 

Sugandhi del Canto Tyler Schwark 

Kris Klimosko 

Rawia Ahmed 

Omeasoo Wāhpāsiw Rahul Waikar 



Research Associates 

Vanessa Charles 
Saskatoon Anti-Poverty Coalition 
Saskatoon Poverty Reduction 
Partnership 

Pam Woodsworth 
Station 20 West 
Saskatoon Health Region 

Kathie Cram 
Population and Public Helath 
Saskatoon Health Region 



 Research Associates 

Dr. Alan Anderson 
Sociology 

Dr. Louise Clarke 
Edwards School  
of Business 

Dr. David Mykota 
Educational Psychology 
& Special Education 

Dr. Lee Swanson 
Edwards School  
of Business 

Dr. Lori Hanson 
Community Health  
& Epidemiology 

Dr. Suresh Kalagnanam 
Edwards School  
of Business 

Dr. Priscilla Settee 
Indigenous Studies 

Dr. Ulrich Teucher 
Psychology 

Chelsea Willness 
Edwards School  
of Business 



Launching the Saskatoon Food 
Council/Hosting at CUISR, Feb 20,  2014 



Saskatoon Food Council  
 Appoints Executive Director Gordon Enns 
 Hosts 

 Networking meetings 
 Community consultations 
 Urban Agriculture film nights at Station 20 West 
 Tours and learning events 
 Working group meetings: Urban Agriculture, 

Research, Health, Producer, and 
Promotions/Engagement 

 Hosts monthly forum to promote collaboration 
across the food system – includes experts from 
food production (farmers) to food waste 
(composters) and all aspects in-between. 

 Links with national organizations and events: 
Food Secure Canada, McConnell Family 
Foundation, Heifer International, Toronto 
Food Policy Council 

 Acknowledges with gratitude Mosaic 
sponsorship 
 
 

 



Engaged Scholar Day  
                            May 14, 2014 

 Conversation Café: 
Building Community 
through Scholarship 

 Featuring six CUISR 
researchers: Drs. Isobel 
Findlay, Joe Garcea, 
Michael Gertler, Marie 
Lovrod, Ulrich Teucher, 
and Rachel Engler-
Stringer  



CUISR-SPHERU CBR Book launched 
May and June 2014  



Quality of Life Conference, 
May 2014 

Treaty Commissioner George Lafond 



Quality of Life Conference, 
May 15-16, 2014 

 Showcased local, regional, national, and international 
research and community initiatives to enhance quality 
of life and create sustainable futures for all of us. 

 Aimed to enhance understanding around important 
quality of life issues, including measures relevant to 
different communities and community-engaged 
research approaches to improving quality of life.  

 Engaged diverse participants: over 140 registrants 
representing academics, students, policy people, 
community-based organizations, and individuals and 
showcasing research and community initiatives.  

 

 



Quality of Life Conference, 
May 15-16, 2014 

 Promoted Aboriginal Initiatives: Opening keynote by 
Treaty Commissioner George Lafond established our 
treaty relationships as a foundation for quality of life. 
Lafond challenged us to make changes now to “repair our 
relationships,” a task for which "we need trust and truth.”  
 

 Research funded by SSHRC and the Prairie Research Centre, 
(UAKN) Urban Aboriginal Knowledge Network presented by 
Jaime Cidro, Tabitha Martens, Evelyn Peters, Jim Sinclair; 
Bettina Schneider & Kim Wenger; Evelyn Peters & Shelley 
Craig; John Hansen, Isobel Findlay, Joe Garcea, Rose 
Antsanen, Brad Bird, Darlene Lanceley, Harry Lafond; John 
Hansen, Nicole Calihoo, & Gwen Bear; Nancy Van 
Styvendale, Priscilla Settee, Sarah Buhler, & Stan 
Tu’lnukuafe.  
 

 Launched book by Priscilla Settee 
 
 



Quality of Life Conference, 
May 15-16, 2014 

 Promoted diverse colleges and departments: 
students and faculty from six different U of S 
colleges and schools and sixteen departments in 
plenary and parallel session workshops and panels 

 Showcased national and international SSHRC 
and other research partners: Allison Williams, 
McMaster University; James Randall, UPEI; and 
Evelyn Peters, U of Winnipeg, Pam Ouart, UAKN; 
Katherine Scott, Canadian Council for Human 
Development; Barb Byers, Canadian Labour 
Congress; Sherril B. Gelmon, Portland State 
University; and Professor Jagath Jayasinghe, the 
University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka. 

 Created new networks and promoted local 
talent: Edwards School of Business students 
disseminating on social media:  Carli Neveling, 
Ana-Pietje Du Plessis, Tyler Schwark, and 
Michael Tastad 
 

Barb Byers Sherril Gelmon 

Pam Ouart James Randall 

Katherine Scott Allison 
Williams  



Quality of Life Conference, 
May 15-16, 2014 

 Renewed thanks to our planning and programming  committee and our 
sponsors: the University of Saskatchewan the Vice-President Advancement 
and Community Engagement; the Office of Community Outreach and 
Engagement; the Office of the Vice-President Research; College of Arts and 
Science, Division of Social Sciences and Division of Humanities and Fine 
Arts; Humanities Research Unit; the University Conference Fund and 
Community Engaged Scholarship Partnership Campus Innovation Fund. 



Quality of Life  
 CUISR has now completed five 

iterations of data collection (2001, 
2004, 2007, 2010, and 2013) 

 A collaboration between CUISR, 
the City of Saskatoon and 
community-based organizations 

 The CUISR QOL research 
program is a unique program that 
measures perceptions of QOL and 
evaluates the elements that 
contribute to QOL 

 The large stratified sample allows 
understanding QOL across the 
socioeconomic geography of the 
city 

 

 

 



Quality of Life  
 Research identifies pressing 

urban issues and areas of focus 
for improving community 
quality of life 

 

 QOL results can act as evidence 
in issue evaluation, policy 
formation, and program 
development for community, 
government, and community 
organizations 

 

Responsibility for Change: Priority Groups 

2001 2004 2007 2010 2013 

1. Poor 
families with 
children 

1. Poor 
families with 
children 

1. Poor families 
with children 

1. Poor families 
with children 

1. The Elderly 

2. The elderly 2. Poor 
individuals 

2. Persons with 
disabilities 

2. The elderly 2. Poor 
families with 
children 

3. Single 
parents 

3. The elderly 3. The elderly 3. Poor 
individuals 

3. Poor 
individuals 

4. Persons 
with 
disabilities 

4. Persons 
with 
disabilities 

4. Single 
parents 

4. Persons with 
disabilities 

4. Persons with 
disabilities 

5. Aboriginal 
people 

5. Single 
parents 

5. Poor 
individuals 

5. Single 
parents 

5. Single 
parents 



Collaborative Community-Campus Research 
(CCCR) National  Summit, Nov 2-4, 2014 

 Isobel Findlay, CUISR co-applicant on SSHRC Connection 
grant application, Pursuing Excellence in CCCR: A National 
Summit 
 to share knowledge about impactful research, harness collective 

strengths of universities and community partners, develop indicators 
of excellence in building toward National Hubs of CCCR Excellence 
 
 

 CUISR, one of first SSHRC CURA and host of first CUExpo 
2003, brings expertise and ongoing commitment to 
community engagement, to advancing Indigenous and non-
Indigenous ways of knowing, and to food security and 
sustainability—U of S signature research areas. 
 



CCCR National  Summit Partners 

 

 

 

 

 



CCCR National  Summit, Balsillie School of 
International Affairs, Nov 2-4, 2014                                    

 Case studies:  

 Bill Holden on Quality of Life in Saskatoon and Isobel Findlay on 
Self-Directed Funding for People with Intellectual Disabilities 
(http://communitybasedresearch.ca/resources/677%20National
%20Summit/Participant%20Case%20Studies%20Oct%2029.com
pressed.pdf) 

 CUISR participants: Len Usiskin, Jethro Cheng, Marie Lovrod 

 Keynote by Bill Holden 

 Facilitation by Isobel Findlay 

 

 

http://communitybasedresearch.ca/resources/677 National Summit/Participant Case Studies Oct 29.compressed.pdf
http://communitybasedresearch.ca/resources/677 National Summit/Participant Case Studies Oct 29.compressed.pdf
http://communitybasedresearch.ca/resources/677 National Summit/Participant Case Studies Oct 29.compressed.pdf
http://communitybasedresearch.ca/resources/677 National Summit/Participant Case Studies Oct 29.compressed.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SSHRC Partnership LOI, Feb 2015 
Pursuing Excellence in Community-based Research: A 
National Partnership for Research and Action 

 Prairie Hub at CUISR focuses within an overarching concern with Sustainable 
Communities on: (1) Poverty Reduction (co-led by Isobel Findlay & Bill Holden) with 
a focus on quality of life, Aboriginal education, employment, economic development, 
and housing and homelessness and (2) Food Security (co-led by Rachel Engler-Stringer 
& Yvonne Hanson) looking at community food security and food environments. 

 23 additional confirmed collaborators: 15 U of S faculty from School of Public Health, 
Native Studies, Edwards School of Business, Sociology, Women’s and Gender Studies, 
Political Studies, College of Education, Centre for the Study of Co-operatives, Johnson-
Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy.  

 10 U of S units committing a total of $412,820 

 Additional collaborators from Continuing Education, MacEwan University and 
Community research Unit, University of Regina 

 Ten community partners (Aboriginal Friendship Centres of Saskatchewan, CHEP 
Good Food, City of Saskatoon, Elizabeth Fry Society of SK, Northern Saskatchewan 
Trappers Assoc. Co-operative, Quint Development  Corp,  Saskatoon Food Council, 
Saskatoon Poverty Reduction Partnership, United Way of Saskatoon and Area) 
committing $337,500. 

 

 

  



Completed projects 
http://www.usask.ca/cuisr/publications 



Completed projects 
http://www.usask.ca/cuisr/publications 



Completed projects 
http://www.usask.ca/cuisr/publications 



Completed projects 
http://www.usask.ca/cuisr/publications 



Ongoing projects 
 Impacting Community Strength and Sustainability: 

Community-Campus Engagement at Station 20 West 

 Funding: SSHRC Community First: Impacts of Community 
Engagement (CFICE) Poverty Reduction Hub co-led by Carleton 
University and Vibrant Communities Canada 

 Research team: Colleen Christopherson-Cote,  Saskatoon Poverty 
Reduction Partnership; Isobel Findlay & Suresh Kalagnanam, 
CUISR; Len Usiskin, Quint & Station 20 West; Lisa Erickson,  
Outreach and Engagement, Station 20 West; Sugandhi del Canto, 
PhD student intern 

 

 

 

 

 

Colleen  
Christopherson-Cote Lisa Erickson 



Ongoing projects 
 Impacting Community Strength and Sustainability: Community-Campus 

Engagement at Station 20 West 

 Research questions:  
 How well does community-campus engagement support innovative capacity 

building that can make our community more inclusive, strong, and sustainable? 

 
 How does co-location of partner organizations affect service, how do their different 

mandates affect outcomes, and how do synergies develop among them or not? 

 
 How does university presence impact the community enterprise model? 

 
 How can we best measure the impacts and outcomes of innovations for knowledge, 

frameworks, and tools that can be used in urban centres across Canada? 

 Outputs: Case studies, workshops, presentations, policy briefs, 
indicators/measurement tool kits, archival exhibitions, arts-based 
dissemination, and journal articles 

 
 

 



Ongoing projects 
 Exploring the Potential for a University of Saskatchewan 

Research Shop: A Consultation Study 

 Funding: University of Saskatchewan Outreach and 
Engagement 

 Research team:  Omeasoo Wāhpāsiw, PhD student intern; co-
PIs Lisa Erickson and Isobel Findlay 

 Advisory Group: the Saskatoon Poverty Reduction Partnership 
(SPRP), the Saskatoon Council on Aging (SCOA), University 
Advancement and Community Engagement (ACE), 
Community-University Institute for Social Research (CUISR), 
Office of the Vice-President Research and Undergraduate 
Research Initiative, Social Sciences Research Laboratories 
(SSRL), and U of S Students’ Union (USSU) 

 

 

 



Ongoing projects 
 Exploring the Potential for a 

University of Saskatchewan 
Research Shop: A Consultation 
Study 

 Research questions:  
 What is the potential of a research shop 

at the U of S to provide coordinated 
access to faculty and student energy and 
expertise while strengthening 
university-0community capacity for 
meaningful change within 
communities? 

 What existing initiatives might be built 
on? 

 What form might best respond to 
Saskatchewan strengths and needs 
while offering benefits to community 
and university? 

 Outputs:  technical report, 
presentations, journal article 
 
 



Ongoing projects 
 The Urban Aboriginal Service Delivery Landscape: Themes, 

Trends, Gaps and Prospects 

 Funder:  SSHRC Partnership grant Urban Aboriginal Knowledge 
Network (UAKN): Research for a Better Life 

 Research team: William Rowluck, Dana Carriere, Tamara 
Chambers-Richards, student interns; co-PIs Isobel Findlay and 
Vince Bruni-Bossio 

  

 

 



Ongoing projects 
 The Urban Aboriginal Service Delivery Landscape: Themes, 

Trends, Gaps and Prospects 
 Research questions: 

 What services are being provided by urban Aboriginal organizations?  
 What services are being provided by which urban Aboriginal service 

organizations? Who are the target service population? Are there gaps in 
services or target groups?  

 Which of these services enhance economic participation of urban 
Aboriginal people? How?  

 What are three priority areas for service delivery? How were these 
priorities determined? How are these priorities met?  

 What are the best practices/lessons learned on how services are 
designed and delivered that have emerged over the last decade?  

 What do these organizations perceive as being facilitating factors, and 
threats, to their sustainability?  

 Outputs: technical report, presentations, and journal articles 
 
 







 

Community University Institute for Social Research 
University of Saskatchewan 
R.J.D. Williams Building 
432 - 221 Cumberland Avenue 
Saskatoon, SK S7N 1M3 
 
University Co-Director                                       Community Co-Director 
Dr. Isobel M. Findlay                                            Bill Holden 
Tel: (306) 966-2385                                               Tel: (306) 975-2687 
E-mail: findlay@edwards.usask.ca                      E-mail: bill.holden@Saskatoon.ca 
 
GENERAL INQUIRIES 
Administrative Coordinator: Joanne Hritzuk 
Phone: (306) 966-2121 
Facsimile: (306) 966-2122 
E-mail: cuisr.oncampus@usask.ca 
      
 
 

      @cuisr 
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