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CUISR Mission and Principles

to facilitate partnerships between the university and larger community in 
order to engage in relevant social research that supports a deeper 

understanding of our communities that reveals opportunities for improving 
our quality of life

 CUISR is committed to collaborative research and to accurate, objective reporting 
of research results in the public domain, taking into account the needs for 
confidentiality in gathering, disseminating, and storing information.

 Research partners are committed to the vision, mandate, goals, and holistic 
approaches of the Institute.

 Authentic partnership—built upon trust and respect between community and 
university participants—is central and reflected in the composition of the board 
(50% community and 50% faculty representation) and Co-directors for the 
Institute.



Message from the Co-Directors
This year we have continued to consolidate national networks, 
contributing to the formation of Community Campus Engage Canada 
(CCEC), partnering on new TriCouncil grants, building on our 
housing and homelessness research, and conducting community-
driven research on a provincial sexual violence action plan and 
poverty reduction initiatives and Social Return on Investment 
financial proxies. 

A legacy of the seven-year SSHRC-funded Community First: 
Impacts of Community Engagement (CFICE), CCEC was launched in 
spring 2019 under the umbrella of the Trent Centre for Community-
Based Education to foster a community of practice to shift 
institutional cultures and strengthen community capacity, 
infrastructure, and impact of community-campus partnerships.  

Significant successes from new national partnerships 
include the new Making the Shift Network of Centres of Excellence 
(NCE): Youth Homelessness Social Innovation Hub on which CUISR 
submitted six research projects that variously addressed youth 
homelessness and were enthusiastically supported by the City of 
Saskatoon. We  also partnered on a  successful housing affordability 
SSHRC-CMHC Partnership development grant led by Cape Breton 
University. 

Dr. Isobel M. Findlay
Edwards School 
of Business

Bill Holden
City of Saskatoon



Message from the Co-Directors (cont’d)
We said farewell to three longtime board members: Sue Delanoy, 

acknowledging her many contributions and wishing her all the very best in her 
retirement, and Darlene Lanceley and  Michael Gertler, celebrating  similarly 
their significant contributions over the years. We were delighted to welcome to 
the board Sandra Stack, executive director, Elizabeth Fry Society of 
Saskatchewan; Nicholas Fraser, READ Saskatoon; Sylvia Waterer, executive 
director, Saskatchewan Association of Immigrant Settlement  and Integration 
Agencies (SAISIA); and Sarah Buhler, associate professor, College of Law. 

We also launched our new website, taking the opportunity of strategic 
planning to refresh our strategic research directions. See https://cuisr.usask.ca

Thanks to generous funding by Mosaic, we continue to profit from our 
partnership with the Saskatoon Food Council in promoting research and 
collaboration on a sustainable, accessible food system that can support 
community food security. 

We gratefully acknowledge the energy and inspiration of a committed 
board, researchers, and staff and the support of our funders for our strategic 
research.  

Dr. Isobel M. Findlay Bill Holden

https://cuisr.usask.ca/


New  website launched



Research Funding

 Our research record has resulted in TriCouncil
grants worth close to $10 million, 1999-2019.

 We gratefully acknowledge our 2018-2019 funders:
 Mosaic

 City of Saskatoon Community Services Department

 Saskatoon Housing Initiatives Partnership on behalf 
of the Government of Canada’s Homelessness 
Partnering Strategy Innovative Solutions to 
Homelessness funding stream

 Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada

 Urban Aboriginal Knowledge Network Prairie 
Regional Research Centre

 Sexual Assault Services of Saskatchewan

 Health Promotion Department, Saskatchewan 
Health Authority

 University of Saskatchewan 
 Office of the President

@mosaicincanada



CUISR Management Board

Dr. Rachel Engler-Stringer
Community Health & 
Epidemiology 

Dr. Joe Garcea
Political Studies

Dr. Marie Lovrod
English and WGST

Dr. Elizabeth Quinlan
Sociology

Dr. Nazeem Muhajarine
Community Health & 
Epidemiology 

Professor Sarah Buhler
College of  Law

Sandra Stack
Elizabeth Fry 
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READ Saskatoon
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OUT Saskatoon

Len Usiskin
Quint Development
Corporation
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CUISR Staff 

Joanne Hritzuk, 
Administrative Coordinator

Esther Awotwe
Research assistant 
Report designAbdrahmane Berthe

Researcher 

Gordon Enns
Executive Director
Saskatoon Food Council

Dr. Manuela Valle-Castro
Researcher

Carlos Villafuerte
Web master



CUISR Student Researchers

Jebunnessa ChapolaJania Chilima Yuchen (Nina) Gao

Natalya Mason Erin Pillipow
Shaylyn White

Dylan Lambi-Raine



CUISR Research Associates

Vanessa Charles
Saskatoon Anti-Poverty Coalition
Saskatoon Poverty Reduction Partnership

Pam Woodsworth
Formerly Saskatoon Health Region 
Boxcar Café, Station 20 West

Kathie Cram
Formerly Population and Public Health
Saskatoon Health Region

Ruth Engele
Saskatoon Poverty Reduction Partnership
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Gary Tinker
Founder, Gary Tinker Federation
for the Disabled, Inc. 

Clifford Ray
Long-time president
Northern Saskatchewan Trappers
Association Co-operative

Judy Hannah
Formerly  SK 
Association for 
Community Living



CUISR Research Associates
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Edwards School 
of Business
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Edwards School 
of Business
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Edwards School 
of Business
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Indigenous Studies
Women’s and Gender 
Studies

Dr. Ulrich Teucher
Psychology

Dr. Chelsea Willness
Edwards School 
of Business

Dr. Nancy Van Styvendale
Native Studies
University of Alberta

Dr. John Hansen
Sociology

Dr. Valery Chirkov
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Saskatoon Food Council

Thanks to generous funding support 
from Mosaic and ongoing support 
from CUISR and U of S, the Saskatoon 
Food Council continues leadership in 
these areas:

Municipal Food Policy 
Development
 Advocating with City of Saskatoon 

Environmental Services staff for 
inclusion of a Saskatoon Food 
Strategy within Green Initiatives

@mosaicincanada



Saskatoon Food Council
Leadership in Saskatoon’s Urban and Peri-Urban 
Agriculture Community

 Showcasing Urban Agriculture through

events and tours to promote local food production

 Educating citizens about backyard hens and 

honey production, community gardens, 

and intensive urban farming



Saskatoon Food Council
• Hosting the second annual Urban 

Agriculture Celebration to profile 
Saskatoon’s growing capacity in local 
food production 

• Advocating for municipal food policy     
with Saskatchewan Professional 
Planners Institute in presentations at 
2018 annual convention

• Developing connections between 
consumers and farmers through 
ongoing development of the Local 
Food Trail-Osler



Leadership in Saskatoon and 
Region Food Security Community

• Co-chair of the Food Security 
Action Team of Saskatoon Poverty 
Reduction Partnership

• Healthy Yards Committee, City of 
Saskatoon

• Second Chance Food Committee 
with a focus on reducing food waste 
and diverting food from the landfill

@mosaicincanada



Saskatoon Food Council
Research, Resource Development,  &  
Advocacy

 Consulting with Saskatchewan Polytechnic 
on development of Food Sovereignty 
curriculum

• Working with the Saskatoon Farmers’ 
Market to increase animation and public 
support

• Community engagement and education 
through presentations to students 
including U of S Food Sovereignty classes, 
high school environmental classes, and 
elementary schools



Completed Projects

 We gratefully acknowledge funding for this  
study from Saskatoon Housing Initiatives 
Partnership on behalf of the Government of 
Canada’s Homelessness Partnering Strategy 
Innovative Solutions to Homelessness 
funding stream. 

 We also acknowledge the contributions of 
all study participants, volunteers, research 
team, SHIP leadership team (Shaun Dyck, 
Chris Randall, and Colleen Christopherson-
Cote), Community Advisory Committee,  
and City of Saskatoon Planning and 
Development (Bill Holden,  Daniel 
McLaren,  and Ashley Young) for survey 
maps.



Other PIT Count Outputs



CFICE Outputs



CFICE Outputs   



Summer Institute, U of 
Regina, August, 2018



Community-driven Research 



Ongoing Projects

 Saskatchewan Sexual Violence Action Plan
 Funding: Sexual Assault Services of Saskatchewan (from Status of 

Women Canada)
 Study objectives:

 To gain a better understanding of the existing strengths and potential gaps 
in service provision as it relates to sexual violence across the province of 
Saskatchewan.

 Findings will form an evidence base for developing a Saskatchewan Sexual 
Violence Action Plan.

 Outputs: Technical reports, public presentations, and journal article
 Research team: Drs. Marie Lovrod, Isobel M. Findlay, Manuela Valle-

Castro, and Patience Umereweneza, Natalya Mason, Erin Pillipow, and 
Jaqueline Anaquod

Marie Lovrod Isobel M. Findlay Manuela Valle-Castro Patience Umereweneza Natalya Mason Erin Pillipow Jaqueline Anaquod



Ongoing Projects
 Social Return on Investment (SROI) Financial Proxies for Indicators 

Associated with the Saskatoon Poverty Elimination Strategy

 Funding: Health Promotion Department, Saskatchewan Health Authority

 Study objectives: 

 Update findings from the 2013 CUISR report on Financial Proxies for SROI in SK

 Add additional indicators/proxies associated with 6 core sector priority areas of 
the strategy (income/employment, early years/childcare, housing and 
homelessness, health, food security, transportation

 Increase Saskatoon Poverty Reduction Partnership partner SROI awareness 

 Research team: Drs. Suresh Kalagnanam, Isobel M. Findlay, Abdrahmane 
Berthe, and Colleen Christopherson-Cote (SPRP)

Abdrahmane BertheIsobel M. FindlaySuresh Kalagnanam Colleen Christopherson-Cote



Ongoing Projects
 President’s Advisory Committee on the Status of Women 

Consultation Study
 Funding: The Office of the President
 Research Questions:

 What are the most promising structures and practices that support substantive 
intersectional gender justice at U of S and other research-intensive, “U of S-like” 
institutions?

 What should be the form and function of PACSW within the most promising 
structures and practices at U of S?

 Outputs: Technical report, arts-based dissemination, presentations, 
journal article

 Research team: Drs. Isobel Findlay, Marie Lovrod, Elizabeth Quinlan, 
Jebunnessa Chapola, Yuchen (Nina) Gao, Erin Pillipow, and Shaylyn White

Marie Lovrod Elizabeth Quinlan Isobel Findlay Jebunnessa Chapola Yuchen (Nina) Gao Erin Pillipow Shaylyn White



Ongoing Projects
 Affordable Housing for Those in Greatest Need

 Funding: SSHRC-CMHC Partnership Development Grant

 Study objectives/ Research questions:
 How do programs designed to make housing more affordable make a difference in 

the lives of participating low-income households?

 To what extent programs achieve intended positive social and economic benefits or 
outcomes?  

 In what ways different programs may result in distinct shelter (affordability, security, 
quality) and non-shelter (safety, health and well-being, social capital, access to 
amenities and employment) outcomes?

 How do programs have differential impacts on women, men, non-binary individuals?

 Research team:  Professors Nazeem Muhajarine, Isobel Findlay, Sarah Buhler, 
Colleen Christopherson-Cote,  Toby Esterby, Bill Holden,  Len Usiskin   

Nazeem Muhajarine Isobel Findlay Sarah Buhler Colleen Christopherson-Cote Toby Esterby Bill Holden Len Usiskin



Strategic Research Directions 
In regular strategic planning, CUISR has affirmed its mission and 
principles and adopted five interdisciplinary strategies in settings 
ranging from the local through regional and national to international 
levels.

 Community Sustainability
 Social Economy and Social Relations
 Rural-Urban Community Links
 Indigenous Community Development
 Community-university partnerships

These strategic directions build on and extend our research on healthy, 
sustainable communities—quality of life indicators, community health 
determinants and health policy, and community economic 
development— that led to the formation of CUISR to build capacity 
among researchers, CBOs, and citizenry.



Community-University Institute for Social Research
University of Saskatchewan
R.J.D. Williams Building
432 – 221 Cumberland Avenue
Saskatoon, SK S7N 1M3

University Co-Director                                      Community Co-Director
Dr. Isobel M. Findlay                                            Bill Holden
Tel: (306) 966–2120                                               Tel: (306) 975–2687
E-mail: findlay@edwards.usask.ca E-mail: bill.holden@Saskatoon.ca

General Inquiries
Administrative Coordinator: Joanne Hritzuk
Phone: (306) 966–2121
Facsimile: (306) 966–2122
E-mail: cuisr.oncampus@usask.ca

https://cuisr.usask.ca                                 @cuisr              facebook.com/cuisr
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