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Pro Bono Law Saskatchewan

 Charity in Saskatchewan that provides free legal services 

to low-income people

 Primary Program is our Free Legal Advice Clinics

 Provides free legal advice to low-income people who would 

otherwise not have access to a lawyer

 Advice, not representation

 All areas of law

 Provide service throughout the province, in-person or by 

telephone

 Have about 105 volunteer lawyers and 3 staff lawyers

 We book appointments about 3-5 weeks out



SCAN - A Quick Summary

 Provincial legislation, first introduced in 2004 with revisions and changes over 

time

 Currently, an Act to Amend the Safer Communities and Neighborhoods Act is 

going through readings in the legislation that would expand the scope of the 

legislation to address graffiti and nuisance properties among other things

 SCAN facilitates anonymous complaints being lodged to the Director about 

properties where one believes illegal activity may be taking place

 SCAN has Officers that investigate the complaint, gather evidence, and then 

may bring a legal action to the Office of Residential Tenancies as an agent of 

a renter’s landlord or bring an action to the Court of King’s Bench

 The resulting judicial consequence can be eviction for renters, and for 

property owners closing their property for up to 90 days, whereby no one is 

allowed to enter the property



Mull over in your brain and heart….

 Does SCAN make communities safer?

 If yes, what community?

 Safer from who?

 Safer for who?

 When people are evicted or are being unhoused for up to 90 days, does the 

neighborhood or community become safer?



Breakdown of the Legislation - Complaint



Breakdown of the 

Legislation – Specified 

Use



Breakdown of Legislation –

After Receiving Complaint



Breakdown of Legislation – Community 

Safety Order 



Breakdown of Legislation - Commence 

Proceeding with Landlord Approval

 6(1) At any time after receiving a complaint, the 

director may do any or all of the following:

 (f.1) with the approval of the landlord, serve a 

demand to vacate, in accordance with any 

prescribed requirements, that requires any or all 

persons to vacate the property

 (f.2) with the approval of a landlord, commence 

any proceedings pursuant to The Residential 

Tenancies Act, 2006 on behalf of the landlord 

respecting the property, and represent the landlord 

in those proceedings



Breakdown of Legislation 

– Closure of Property



Breakdown of Legislation – Occupants 

Required to Leave Property



Breakdown of Legislation – Cost of Closing 

Property



“Sarah”

 Was active in the Regina City Hall Homeless encampment in the summer of 

2023

 Historically struggled with houselessness and substance use disorder

 In early 2024 she with a support worker received legal advice from PBLS as 

she was facing eviction by SCAN as an agent of her landlord at the Office of 

Residential Tenancies for consumption, distribution, etc. of a controlled 

substance

 States three tenants of the house, each with friends and family members who 

visit. She had medical issues herself that caused family members to frequent 

the property to support her.



“Ivy”

 Homeowner in Regina, was terminated from employment about 18 months 

before the SCAN matter

 Due to loss of employment was unable to pay the mortgage, was being 

foreclosed on

 SCAN initiated process simultaneous to foreclosure

 CSO was issued Dec 22 stating activities occurring at or near the property give 

rise to a reasonable inference that it is being habitually used for a specified 

purpose, namely, on the basis that possession, use, or consumption, sale, 

transfer or exchange of a controlled substance, as defined in the Controlled 

Drugs and Substances Act (Canada), in contravention of that Act

 Her house was boarded up for 90 days, during which time she could not enter, 

her property insurance was terminated as it required a person to be on the 

property every few days. During the 90 days, it was boarded up Ivy states her 

garage caught fire



Wright v Yukon, 2024 YKSC 41

 Ms. Wright, her partner, mother and eight children were 
ordered out of their rented home by SCAN in December 2020 
with 5-days notice

 Ms. Wright and her partner were charged with possession of 
cocaine for the purposes of trafficking and possession of the 
proceeds of crime over $5000. The home they rented was the 
subject of a police raid associated with the charges

 The Yukon Supreme Court found the expediency of the 
eviction unconstitutional as it infringed on the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms s. 7 which guarantees life, 
liberty and personal security, striking down s 3(2) of Yukon’s 
SCAN Act

 S 3(2) created extraordinary psychological suffering and a risk 
to a person’s health



An Act to Amend SCAN

 Allow SCAN to pursue CSOs against properties with ongoing incidents of 

graffiti or that are used to store, sell or exchange stolen goods

 Clarify that if a Court is satisfied that a property is habitually being used for a 

specific purpose, there is a presumption that the community or neighborhood 

is adversely affected

 Failure of the Director to serve a CSO does not impact the validity of the 

order

 Expand abilities to deal with nuisance properties which can allow SCAN to 

apply for an Order to demolish or restore nuisance properties with the 

associated costs being the property owner’s responsibility 
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